
On the Subject of Intervals

Two buttons? This should be super easy!

On the module there are 2 buttons both with a label on

it.

To solve the module, submit the correct interval which

will be played on the module.

Submitting the wrong interval will earn you a strike.

There are four possible combinations that can be used as a button press:

Left Left, Right Right, Left Right, and Right Left.

Two of these combinations will cycle one of the buttons, and will play three

notes in a certain direction depending on the button. The left button will

always cycle in the order: I (Major), A (Minor), + (Augmented), o (Diminished),

and P (Perfect). The right button will cycle through the numbers 1 - 8.

One of the combinations will play an interval either melodically

(ascending or descending) or harmonically (at the same time). This is the

interval that you need to submit.

One of the combinations submits the interval given on the screen, and will

play a three note chord. This combination will not submit the first time

you use it.

All the combinations will be shuffled, but they will not change.

Refer to “Interval Information” for what the title says.

Interval Information

An interval is the distance between two pitches. All intervals have a quality

and a numberical value (e.g. M6, m3, P4).

Each interval will either have a quality of major, minor, augmented, diminished,

or perfect. However, the only possible perfect intervals are P1, P4, P5, and P8,

and perfect intervals like these cannot be minor or major. This means that M5 or

m8 would not be possible. In addition, a diminished 1st (dim1) is not possile.

Below is a example of all the possible intervals.
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To recognize a certain interval, many people use references to popular, well

known music that has that interval. For example, a P5 can be found as the first

two notes of the star wars theme. A helpful online article (in english) can be

found here.

Obviously, the module will not play the interval with the exact same notes. It

will start on a different note, but play the same interval. Although an interval

can start on a different note, they will still sound the same. For example, listen

to the audio clips below. They are both the same piece, with the same interval,

even though they have different notes.

 

Try listening to the next audio clip below and try to recognize the music. See

how it is easily recognizable even though it is in a totally different note

center?

So what is a good way to learn these intervals? The only way is through ear

training. A website that could be used for ear traning is musictheory.net

musictheory.net on the Ear Training section, but there are many other apps and

websites out there that could help. The easiest intervals will be the Perfect

intervals, and the hardest will be the minor intervals. Good luck!
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https://flypaper.soundfly.com/tips/interval-cheat-sheet-songs-to-help-you-remember-common-intervals/
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises

